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§ 1.1402(c)–4 Individuals under Rail-
road Retirement System.

The performance of service by an in-
dividual as an employee or employee
representative as defined in section
3231(b) and (c), respectively (see
§§ 31.3231(b)–1 and 31.3231(c)–1 of Part 31
of this chapter (Employment Tax Reg-
ulations)), that is, an individual cov-
ered under the railroad retirement sys-
tem, does not constitute a trade or
business.

§ 1.1402(c)–5 Ministers and members of
religious orders.

(a) In general—(1) Taxable years ending
before 1968. For taxable years ending
before 1955, a duly ordained, commis-
sioned, or licensed minister of a church
or a member of a religious order is not
engaged in carrying on a trade or busi-
ness with respect to service performed
by him in the exercise of his ministry
or in the exercise of duties required by
such order. However, for taxable years
ending after 1954 and before 1968, any
individual who is a duly ordained, com-
missioned, or licensed minister of a
church or a member of a religious order
(other than a member of a religious
order who has taken a vow of poverty
as a member of such order) may elect,
as provided in § 1.1402(e)(1)–1, to have
the Federal old-age, survivors, and dis-
ability insurance system established by
title II of the Social Security Act ex-
tended to service performed by him in
his capacity as such a minister or
member. If such a minister or a mem-
ber of a religious order makes an elec-
tion pursuant to § 1.1402(e)(1)–1 he is,
with respect to service performed by
him in such capacity, engaged in car-
rying on a trade or business for each
taxable year to which the election is
effective. An election by a minister or
member of a religious order has no ap-
plication to service performed by such
minister or member which is not in the
exercise of his ministry or in the exer-
cise of duties required by such order.

(2) Taxable years ending after 1967. For
any taxable year ending after 1967, a
duly ordained, commissioned, or li-
censed minister of a church or a mem-
ber of a religious order (other than a
member of a religious order who has
taken a vow of poverty as a member of

such order) is engaged in carrying on a
trade or business with respect to serv-
ice performed by him in the exercise of
his ministry or in the exercise of duties
required by such order unless an ex-
emption under section 1402(e) (see
§§ 1.1402(e)–1A through 1.1402(e)–4A) is
effective with respect to such indi-
vidual for the taxable year during
which the service is performed. An ex-
emption which is effective with respect
to a minister or a member of a reli-
gious order has no application to serv-
ice performed by such minister or
member which is not in the exercise of
his ministry or in the exercise of duties
required by such order.

(b) Service by a minister in the exercise
of his ministry. (1)(i) A certificate of
election filed by a duly ordained, com-
missioned, or licensed minister of a
church under the provisions of
§ 1.1402(e)(1)–1 has application only to
service performed by him in the exer-
cise of his ministry.

(ii) An exemption under section
1402(e) (see §§ 1.1402(e)–1A through
1.1402(e)–4A) which is effective with re-
spect to a duly ordained, commis-
sioned, or licensed minister of a church
has application only to service per-
formed by him in the exercise of his
ministry.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph
(c)(3) of this section, service performed
by a minister in the exercise of his
ministry includes the ministration of
sacerdotal functions and the conduct of
religious worship, and the control, con-
duct, and maintenance of religious or-
ganizations (including the religious
boards, societies, and other integral
agencies of such organizations), under
the authority of a religious body con-
stituting a church or church denomina-
tion. The following rules are applicable
in determining whether services per-
formed by a minister are performed in
the exercise of his ministry:

(i) Whether service performed by a
minister constitutes the conduct of re-
ligious worship or the ministration of
sacerdotal functions depends on the te-
nets and practices of the particular re-
ligious body constituting his church or
church denomination.
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